
    

           

   

  

Wildfire Risk Projections for California: 
examples from recent work and outstanding issues* 

Public Health Work Group Panel “Wildfire and Health in a Changing Climate” 
July  22, 2014 
LeRoy Westerling, UC Merced 

*i.e. wildfire research smorgasbord 

Photo: Rim Fire 2013 - source: NASA 
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  Veblen and Lorenz 1991

1867 American River 

Understory
Fire Regimes 

• Fire suppression has 
increased amount and 
connectivity of fuels 
• Unnatural

increase in tree 
density 

• Fire regime has
changed
• Fires are less

frequent and 
more severe 

• Increased risk of 

1993 American River 
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